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BY LATE NOVEMBER I REACH THE SMALL 
PORT TOWN OF PROV/DEN/ YA. \T LIES ON 
RUSSIA'S CHUKOTKA PENINSULA, TOO CLOSE 
TO THE ARCTIC CIRCLE FOR MY COMFORT. 

GOOD 
EVENING, 
CAPTAI. 

noopooIne ay 
poooo)10n Is 
eh) P 

EVENING? 

ITIS 
BARELY AFTER- 
UDON, ADUNG 
WESTERMER. 

MAY T 
SHARE THIS WITH 

YOU, CAPTAIN? TAKE 
THE EDGE OFF 
THE COLD? 

I WASN'T BRED FOR 
WINTER CLIMES. 

IVAUVUSHIKA 
ZHELEZUOVA'S 
IMTERMATIDNAL 

VIVLVED 
PARTI OF 2 

BILL WILLINGHAM: 

MARK BUCKINGHAM: 

STEVE LEIALOHA: 

DAM/EL JAMES TODD 
VOZZ0: SEAN: KLEIN: 



I Won't 
TURN DOWM FREE ~ SIT, YOUNG 

DRIVKING. Bee ee 

OF COURSE. YOUR 
RUSSIAN IS ATROCIOUS. BARELY 

UNDERSTANDABLE. 
AUD WHO 

ELSE HAS MOUEY 
FOR EUVTIRE BOTTLES OF 
VODKA IN THE DEAD 

OF WIATER? 

I TRACKED A MAM 
HERE. HE ARRIVED LAST 
SPRING, USING THE MAME 
JOHA HOLBER, BUT HE 
MAY HAVE CHANGED 

THAT AGAIN. 
HE'S 

CHANGED IT 
OFTEN IM THE 
PAST YEAR 
ORSO. . 

FAIR EXQUGH. TO 
YDUR COUTINUED GOOD 

HEALTH, SIR. 

MAY T 
ASK YOU SOME 
QUESTIONS? 

SOUNDS LIKE 
SOMEQVE WHO DOESH'T 

UEWS T BRING, HE 
a MIGHT DECIDE 

> DIFFEREVTLY. 



I DOU'T HERE IS PLEASE ALSO 
KUOW THIS MAN. 1S HES FOOD, PREPARE A GEMEROUS 
HE A WESTERMER FROM AMERICA, PLATE AUD DRIAKS FOR ANY- 

IM NOT. ONE ELSE HERE WHO'S 
WILLING TO TALK 

BUT 
YES, VEITHER OF US TO ME. 

1S FROM AROUND IM 

HERE. PAYING. 

IF HE WAS YES. MY GUESS 
EVER HERE, HE DIDU'T 1S HE HOPPED A BOAT FROM 
STAY LOG EVOUGH Tb HERE, BUT VOUE OF THE BOAT CAPTAINS 

BE VOTICED. RECALL TAKIUG ANY FOREIGK 
PASSENGERS. 

4DU SHOULD PLEASE TELL 
TALK TO THE AIR PILOTS. YDUR COLLEAGUES THAT 

T ALREADY WE HAVE AV AIRSTRIP THE DRIVK, I HAVE GOOD AMERICAN DOLLARS 
ACROSS THE BAY, NEAR a ia FOR AMY@UE WHO CAM BE OF 

THE MILITARY HELP TO ME. 

BASE. 



Bi BECAUSE, WHEN 
YOU FINALLY MEET YO 

Blossom 
ese 

a 
ow, 

C| 

p> MR. SUNNYFLOWER 
SAYS DADDY GOBBLES 

PEOPLE UP. 



= OKAY, BABIES, {a ia 

THE TORTURE'S OVER ron 
NOW. WE'RE DONE. YOLPIONT 
IN ARS) TAKE A CHRISTMAS 

\ PICTURE OF GRANDPA! > 
HE CAN DRESS AS 4 

z SANTA AGAIN! A OF COURSE 
GRANDPA \| NOT, SILLY 

/S SANTA, ISN'T GOOSE. 
HE, MOMMY? 

b CAN 
WE CHANGE OUT OF a 
OUR G00? CLOTHES ) | 

NOW? 

oer 

IN A MINUTE, 
BUT I WANT YOU ALL TO 

SIT DOWN FIRST. WE STILL HAVE 
ONE IMPORTANT THING TO 

TALK ABOUT. 

YOU HAVE 
A GROUP DECISION TO 

MAKE ABOUT FLYING AND 
CHANGING INTO WOLVES 

AND SUCH. 



I SPENT THE LONG, COLD | NONE OF THE SUPPLY TRUCKS OR THE VERY 
Meee Wage Sat” | | HE ARRIVED THERE AND | \ | FEW CAR OWNERS GAVE HIM A RIDE. \ 

NEVER LEFT. HE DIDN'T 
i TAKE A BOAT, OR PLANE, 

OR TRAIN AWAY FROM 
THERE. NONE THAT I 
COULD FIND, ANYWAY. 

BUT NO ONE IN TOWN REMEM- 
BERS EVER SEEING HIM, AND | 
I STAYED LONG ENOUGH TO | | YYET! I SAID 

TALK TO EVERYONE. | ‘ F\ LAST MOUTH, I DoU'T 
SEE THIS MAM. 

THE CHUKOTKA PROVINCE IS MOSTLY WILD | 
AND BARREN COUNTRY, STILL POPULATED BY | 
MANY WILD BEASTS--WOLVES AMONG THEM. 



AND EVEN MUNDY WOLVES ARE PART OF 
THE BROTHERHOOD, EVEN THEY KNOW 

HOw 
Is IT A MAN 

COMES AMONG 
THE RUDIMENTS OF MY FIRST TONGUE. THE FREE PEOPLE, 

SPEAKING OUR 
LANGUAGE? 

AND IDEAIZLY 
KILLER--/- NEED TABI@QUI, THE m2 

JACKAL, THAT YOU TAM BE. 
SPEAK 30 TO NEVER! ¥ THE STRONG 

ME? HUNTER, THE 
SWIFT RUNNER, 

SUBTLE 
TRACKER. 

TAM 
MOWGLI OF THE 
SEEONEE WOLF 

PACK. 

NONSENSE. 
YOU ARE MAN, NOT 
WOLF. GO AWAY, 

BEFORE WE GROW 
HUNGRY. 



PERHAPS so, THEN T'LL 
BUT YOU ARE NOT BECOME ONE OF YOU, 

oe OF Lis, SO WE'LL IF THAT'S WHAT IT TAKES 
\ SPEAK NO FURTHER TO GET YOU TO ANSWER 

TO YOU. MY QUESTIONS. 

PAH! 

YOU WILL 
NOT SLINK AWAY 

LIKE DISH-LICKING 
DOGS, FOR THAT 

Is NOT MY 
WILL. 

TUIRN AND 
FALE ME, OLD 

WOLF. 

IF YOU 
INSIST ON 
THROWING 
YOUR LIFE 

AWAY. 

POINT OUT re 
YOUR LEADER, sO aah AS: 

THAT I MAY SLAY HIM ISN'T THE 
AND TAKE OVER RULE TIME FOR 

= THIS P SUCH OF THIS PACK. wane 

BUT WE 
WILL DO THIS IN THE PROPER 
MANNER--7OM/GHT AT THE 

COUNCIL ROCK, THERE T 
WILL TEAR AND REND 
YOU BENEATH MY 

FANGS. 



T THE SAME TIME 
AT THE FARM.., 

in ee ils 

sui ian: i 
y 1S THIS y YEP. THIS IS 
REALLY THE 97 THE VERY SPOT WHERE WICKED 
PLACE? i OLD SHERE KHAN FIRST STARTED 

P HUNTING MOMMY. 

\N NU 

AUNTIE ROSE 
CALLS HIM LUNGRI. T 

7 THINK THAT'S SUPPOSED 
ye TO BE ATIGER 

INSULT. 

TIGER TOWARDS THE HIGH 
HILLS, WHERE THE G/ANTS 

USED To SLEEP. 

THIS 1S THE HOUR 
OF PRIDE AND POWER, 
TALON AND TUSH AND / Se 

CLAW. ma 

OH, HEAR THE CALL/-- r 
GOOD HUNTING ALL, THAT KEEP ) 

THE JUNGLE LAW! ¥ 

jie 
WAN! oiler 
ee . 

a 
vote PANN id WE 

Mie 

wil oe 
SOM 

Hk i Ny 

HE STALKED 
HER THROUGH THE TALL 
GRASS, FANGS BARED! 

CLAWS OUT! 

bilities 

i; HAY yo 

BUT 
MOMMY WASN'T 

AFRAID. 

% OF COURSE 
{ WE WILL. ALL WE HAVE 

A TODO IS GO WHERE 
MOMMY WENT. 



= 

F No SUCH ~ 
\ THING. 
a 

1P S 

WE COULD A j I THINK I “ etere 
FIND THE BODY MUCH . a), HEARD SOMETHING. _¥ KHAN'S 
EASIER \F WE COULD \ ye CROWNS Mee. a exost | 

TURN TO WOLVES. N tau). Yo a 
ee 4/7 ayy Ue 

et { Fo EE, nas” NOT TRUE! a | 
Gas . r AUNTIE ROSE TOLD ME HIS \ 

GHOST PROWLS AROUND THese \! | 
HILLS al cay FOR 4 | 

M' 

ls’ 

7] Ths - 

DREAD TIGER'S GHOST 
AND I'M GOING TO EAT 

YOU UP! 

¥ 

: i i MAS\ \ 
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TOO BAD, HELLIONS. YOU ALL HEARD 
THE DEAL: NONE OF YOU CAN LEAVE THE FARM 
UNTIL YOU PROVE YOU CAN GO A WHOLE MONTH 

WITHOUT FLYING OR CHANGING FROM 
HUMAN FORM. 

SO FAR 
YOUR RECORD IS 
THREE DAYS. 

YOU'RE STUCK BUT Z TOO BAD, 
HERE WITH ME UNTIL YOU DIDN'T FLY AMBROSE. IT'S A 

DON'T AUTOMATICALLY WOL F- OR CHANGE, GROUP PROPOSITION. 
OUT OR FLY AWAY ANYTIME AUNTIE THE WHOLE PACK 

YOU'RE STARTLED. ROSE. - ] \ SUCCEEDS OR FAILS 
i TOGETHER. 

“ff THIS WAS yi 
My FAVORITE | 

SHIRT. 

Oe 



THE PACK IS ASSEMBLED AFTER THE NEWBORN CUBS 
THAT NIGHT THE 17 ani> TUKAR OUR LEADER IS HERE. WERE INTRODUCED TO THE 
FREE PEOPLE LET MOWGLI THE CHALLENGER PACK, AND AFTER AN APPRO- 
MET AT THE STEP FORWARD. PRIATE AMOUNT OF GOSSIP 
COUNCIL ROCK. AMONG THE ADULTS, IT WAS 

TIME FOR THE BLOOD- 
LETTING. 

PUT ASIDE 
YOUR THUNDER- 
MAKER ANID STEEL 
. FANG. 

WE AREN'T ra 
MEN, OR SCREECHING ae THAT'S 

MONKEYS WHO USE TOOLS, PROTECTION WHY T'LL 
AND PRESS IN SKINS MOT saa CUR AND lo SOON FEEL YOUR 

OUR OWN. es BONES GRINDING 
SKIN. | = UNDER MY 

AND sTIP THE LAW OF LUTTE / 

AWAY YOUR ObiP THE PACK ALLOWS FOR NO CHANCE 
COVERINGS. NO WEAPONS BUT THE OF BACKING 

ONES YOU WERE BORN OUT NOW. 
WITH. 



THE FREE PEOPLE AREN'T LIKE MEN, CONSTANTLY 
DITHERING AND REVISING. 

NY crstenents courwy nape 
STATEMENTS BOLDLY MADE 

4 CAN'T BE LATER WITHDRAWN. 

anne: 

SOON AS T ISSUED MY CHALLENGE 

LILLILS/ 

AS 1 
IT WAS ORDAINED ONE OR BOTH OF US 
WOULD D/E BEFORE THE NIGHT ENDED. 
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HURRY, 
BROTHERS! WE'RE 

MISSING IT! 
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y 7 
NO, STAY 

BACK, BROTHERS. IT 
Ce eae ; CAN'T END UNTIL...WAIT = wv? TO SEE WHICH ONE 

we 2y y DIES FIRST. 
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YOUR IF YOU 
T WON'T BACK IS BROIKEN-- PROMISE NOT TO 
BE DYING ALONG WITH BOTH BITE AT ME ANYMORE, 
TONIGHT. My FORELEGS. YOU CAN TILL COME OVER THERE 

NO LONGER HUNT. AND FINISH YOU 

YOU CAN'T EVEN QUICKLY. 

; >" os NK 

SM ‘ 
wd eee. ( 

Zz 

NO, IT'S 
ee OVER FOR ME. 
THOUGH, ANID T'LL THANK YOU 

T'LL LEAVE YOU FOR A FINAL 
TO STARVE MERCY... 

SLOWLY. 



THERE. 

NOW IZM 
THE LEADER OF 

THE PA-- 

THAT WAS A VERY LONG, UNCOMFORTABLE 
NIGHT. ANY CUB COULD HAVE FINISHED ME, BUT 
THAT /SW’T THE WAY OF THE FREE PEOPLE. 

NO ONE WOULD TRY TO KILL ME 
UNTIL I WAS WELL ENOUGH TO 
BE PROPERLY CHALLENGED. 

THE NEXT DAY I HIKED ALL TOO SLOWLY BACK INTO TOWN FOR MEDICAL HELP. HE DIDN'T CHALLENGE 
IT WAS ANOTHER TWO WEEKS BEFORE I COULD REJOIN MY NEW PACK. TUKAR FOR PACK LEADER, 

BECAUSE GODS DON'T NEED 
THE GOD OF : TO. WE SIMPLY DEFERRED 

WOLVES CAME LAST YEAR IN A TO HIM As WAS 
THE GREEN SEASON. ; \\ Se HIS RIGHT. 

HE WAS A 
GIANT AMONG 

Us. 



HAVE YOU NOTHING YOL! DON'T 
COME TO REVEALY ALREADY KNOW. SLIPPORT THE 
GREAT SECRETS | PACK. GUARD YOUR TERRITORY. 
TO US, GOD OF STEER CLEAR OF MAN. 

WOLVES? 

“HE COULD OUTRUN ANY BEAST 
AND WOULD KILL DOZENS ON HIS 
OWN, IN LESS TIME THAN THE 
COMBINED PACK COULD BRING 
DOWN A SINGLE LAMED CALF.” 

“HE LED Us IN MANY HUNTS. 



“THE PACK GREW STRONG THAT “THEN A TERRIFYING DAY. ALL OF THE WINDS WERE 
SUMMER. WE NEVER ATE sO WELL PONT CONFOUNDED, CONSTANTLY CHANGING AND BLOWING 
AS WHEN HE WAS AMONG Us. GET USED TO TOO STRONG TO CARRY READABLE SCENTS. 

7. DT CANT 
STAY. 

BOUNTY! 

MEER FROM OUR DENS TO 
ZOVER THE GOD OF WOLVES HAD 

LEFT US, WITH N® SURVIVING TRACE 
TO SHOW US WHERE HE WENT.” 

IT WAS YOUR 
GOP OF WOLVES WHO 

CREATED THE SORCERY WINDS-- 
VER THE MANNER ANID 

DIRECTION OF HIS 
DEPARTURE. 



IN THE FOLLOWING MONTHS I I HAD TO FINALLY +11ONE MAN 
REVISITED ALL OF THE PLACES ADMIT THAT BIGBY WAS WHO CAN SOME- 
BIGBY MIGHT HAVE DOUBLED BETTER AT LOSING ME TIMES BE AWOLF 
BACK TO WITHOUT SUCCESS. THAN I WAS AT TRACK- AND LIVE OFF THE 

; ING HIM. LAND, AND... 

DON'T BELIEVE oe I'M SORRY, eens d q I JUST REALIZED THAT man ever \ { ALREDD TS PRINCE CHARMING. WHAT A FOOL I'VE 
STAYED HERE. HE COVERED HIS TRAIL BEEN. 
PERHAPS IM TOO WELL. 
ANOTHER GOT 10 
HOTEL? GO, SIR. T'LL 

YOU CAN'T REPORT IN NEXT 
TRACK ONE MAN 

ON HIS OWN WITHOUT 
FRIENDS OR RICHES 

TO AID HIM? 

CURSE ME FOR A BLOODY AMATEUR. 
I FORGOT THE PERSON I'VE BEEN 
TRACKING IS TRULY NEITHER MAN , 

NOR BEAST. THAT'S 
RIGHT, HE 

p__\ DIDU'T. 
HE'S ENTIRELY A DIFFERENT I THOUGHT 
SORT OF oghesan WITH poe nee ae 4 BUT THEM 
ABILITIES ALL HIS OWN. H4 WOULD OVE 

" TAKE A BOAT FROM ng SUCH AS HE HEED 
CAN YOU 1? 

TAKE ME OVER THE 
BERING STRAIT TD THE 

ALASKA SIDE, 
CAPTAIN? 

NEXT: WHEN WE ALL LIVED IN THE FOREST 



“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 

and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 

“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 
features fairy tale characters banished to the 

noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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